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Employment rose by 0.6% in NSW in July 1997 w0 a secasonally adjusted
figure of 2.804.200. Nartionally, employment rose by 0.3% over the same
period.

Seasonally adjusted unemployment in NSW rose by 11.4% in July 1997 wo
255.700. The unemployment rate in NSW rose by 0.8 points 1o 8.4% in
July. Nationally, the unemployment rate was 8.7 %.

Full-time adult ordinary time earnings averaged $721.40 per week in NSW
in May 1997, a rise of 2.5% over the previous 12 months. All employees
total earnings fell by 0.6% over the same period.

In seasonally adjusted terms, new motor vehicle registrations in NSW
increased by 18.5% from 18,918 in May 1997 g 22,409 in fune 1997.

The seasonally adjusted number of new dwelling units approved in NSW
in June 1997 was 4,389, a fall of 1.2% on the previous month, but a rise
of 26.8% on June 1996.

The value of housing finance commitments for owner occupation in NSW
in June 1997 decreased by 9.2% from May 1997 but was 21.5% higher
than in June 1996,

NOTES

This publication provides information on a wide range of economic
indicators which are the latest available at the time of publication. In a
number of cases, figures appearing in this summary are preliminary and
are subject to revision in subsequent issues.

For detailed explanatory notes and definitions for the items shown in
this publication, readers are referred to the specific ABS publications.

Current publications produced by the ABS are listed in the Catalogue of
Publications (Cat. no. 1101.0). A Release Advice (Cat. no. 1105.0) is
issued on Tuesdays and Fridays which lists publications to be released in
the next few days. These publications are available from any ABS office.

Gregory W. Bray
Regional Director
New South Wales

INQUIRIES: » for further information about statistics in this publication and the availability of
related unpublished statistics, contact Bill Markham on Sydney (02) 9268 4376
(or e-mail at bill.markham@abs.gov.au) or any ABS office.
» for information about other ABS statistics and services please contact Information
Services on Sydney (02) 9268 4611 or any ABS office.




1 NATIONAL ECONOMY

Latest Change over Charnge
indicator Unit period prior period over year
National accounts percentage change,

average 198990 prices, (seasonally adjusted)—
- Gross non-farm product % Mar gtr 7 0.8 2.8
Gross domestic product % Mar gtr G7 0.9 3.0
Figures for preceding periods
Figure
One Two Three orne
{ atest Latest period periogs penods year
indicator Unit period figure ago ago ago ago
Balance of payments—
Merchandise exports {seasonalfly adjusted) sm Jun 97 8871 7 200 6763 £ 339 6410
Merchandise imports (seasonafly adjusted} im Jun 97 —7 022 -6 429 6727 -6 615 -6 262
Balance on merchandise trade {seasonally adjusted) $m Jun 87 18489 771 36 -276 148
Balance on goods and senices fseasonally adjusied) $m Jun 97 18664 787 210 -210 273
Balance on current account Sm  Maratr 97 -3186 -4 997 -6013 -3 966 -3 580
Balance on current accournt (seasonafly adiusted) sm Margtr97 -4 587 -5 262 -4 321 -4 220 -4 783
Terms of trade for goods and services—
Index {seasonally adjusted) 1888-80 =100 Marqtr 97 88.3 888 97.9 897.5 96.0
Exchange Rates at and of period—
SLUS/SA Jun 87 0.7534 0.7753 0.7780 (0.7888 0.7915
Trade weighted index of value SA May 1970 =100 Jun @7 57.2 5.4 60.3 60.6 58.3
Indicator Lending Rate—
Bank loans to large businesses (Source: Reserve Bank} % Jun 87 8.00 8.25 9.30 9.30 10.80
BALANCE ON GOODS AND SERVICES, AUSTRALIA GROSS DOMESTIC PRODUCT, AUSTRALIA
SEASONALLY ADJUSTED SEASONALLY ADJUSTED
{Monthly) $m (Average 19895-1990 prices, quarterly) $m
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2 NEW SOUTH WALES IN RELATION TO OTHER STATES AND AUSTRALIA
Latest
period NEW Vie. Qid SA WA Tas. Aust.
indicator % % % % % % %
Unempioyment rate (seasonally adjusted) ) Jul 97 8.4 8.9 2.1 8.8 7.2 11.2 8.7
Percentage change from previous year—
Employed persons Jul 97 ¢.5 10 221 ~0.1 1.4 —4.8 0.9
Consumer price index: all groups Jun qtr 97 0.3 0.6 0.6 0.1 0.2 0.6 0.3
Average waekly employee eamings:
full-time adult ordinary time (trend estimates) May 97 2.5 4.7 6.3 4.0 14 6.1 3.8
Retail tumover (trend estimates) Jun 97 «0.1 6.4 3.4 0.0 2.4 3.7 2.2
New motor vehicke registrations Jun 97 3.4 4.1 6.1 12.9 116 13.5 6.3
Dweiling units approved Jun 97 319 32.7 -1.7 369 49 395 19.3
Value of non-residential building approved Jun 97 206 1286 -371 2416 251 17.0 26.3
Value of all buikdings approved Jun 97 35.8 82.2 -151 1i0.0 26 -181 28.2
value of engineening construction work done Mar qtr 97 -12.7 0.5 81 -39 62 -204 -2.8
Room occupancy rate in licensed hotels :
and motels etc. Mar gtr 97 -0.3 36 -2.4 0.5 -4.0 -6.3 0.7
Actual private new capital expendrture Mar qtr 97 128 74 44.9 28.9 -8.7 19.2 118
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3 NEW SOUTH WALES IN RELATION TO AUSTRALIA

New South Waies Australia
Change  Change Change Change
from from same from from same
Latest Latest prior period Latest pricy period
Unit period figure period  prior year figure period  pricr year
indicator % % % %
Population
Estmated resigent poputation ‘000 Dec gtr 96 6241 0.21 1.25 18 427 0.30 1.32
Civilian popuiation aged 15 vears anc over ‘000 Jul 97 4 937 0.1 1.4 14 575 0.1 15
Labour Force
Empioyed persons-—full-time [arigimal series) ‘000 Jul 87 2152 1.5 -0.1 6223 1.6 0.1
—Total {onginal senes) ‘000 Jul 7 2 814 0.8 0.5 8 432 0.4 0.9
—Total (seasona'’y adiusted) ‘000 Jul 87 2 804 0.6 0.5 8414 0.3 0.9
Lnemployed persons—ionginal senes; 000 Jul 87 238 7.5 6.4 751 0.0 26
—({seasonally adiusted) ‘000 Jut 97 256 11.4 8.5 801 3.0 2.7
Labour force (seasonally adjusted) ‘000 Jul 97 3060 1.4 1.0 g 215 .5 1.0
Participation rate (seasonally adiusied) % Jut 97 62.0 1.3 0.4 63.2 0.4 -0.5
Unemployment rate iseasorally adiusted; % Jut 97 8.4 .8 8.5 8.7 2.5 1.6
Job vacancies 000 May 97 20 -14.4 -19.8 58 -7.1 85
Weekly paid avertime per employee {a} hours May 97 8.8 -3.7 -9.2 7.0 -0.7 -36
Average Weekly Employee Earnings
Fuf-time aduft ordinary time eamings itrend estimaies) % May 97 721.40 0.3 25 B596.70 0.7 3.8
All emplovess taral eamings (trenc estimates} by May 97  597.80 ~(.5 -0.6 575.10 0.5 2.6
industrial Disputes—Working days lost ‘000 Apr 97 2.6 -840 -95.7 34.3 -27.2 -50.1
Consumer Price Index, All Groups 168590 =100  Jungtr 97 120.2 0.3 0.3 1202 -0.2 0.3
Retail Turnover ‘trend estimates) &m Jun 897 3695 0.2 0.1 10 478 0.1 2.2
New Motoer Vehiclke Registrations /seasonafly adiusted) No. Jun 87 22 4089 18.5 1.3 62 892 13.6 4.1
Passenger vehicles (seasonally adjusted) No. Jun 97 19606 21.4 1.7 53342 14.2 4.7
Other motor venicles fexcl. motor cvales) fseas adf.} No. Jdun 97 2804 1.1 -2.0 9 550 10.1 1.1
Production =
Clay bricks (seasonally adjusted: (bi miftion Jun 97 60 213 14.0 126 3.2 8.7
Crectricity rseasonally adjusted) rmifiion Kvh Jun 87 5 229 4.0 3.3 14 472 2.5 3.7
Gas (seasonally adiusted) {b) terajoufes Jun 97 9 906 5.0 114 54 837 -0.7 9.0
Overseas Trade
imports $m Jun 87 3183 14.1 21.4 6841 8.1 17.5
Exparts, Australian produce Sm Jun 87 1518 -11.2 13.4 8 449 -11.6 7.9
Tourism
QOverseas visitor short-term arrivals ‘000 May 97 123 -7.8 13.5 289 -11.3 10.5
Resident overseas short-term departures 000 May 87 o7 17.4 12.1 251 18.1 16.4
Licensed hotels, motels etc, with faciiities—
Guest nights 000 Margtr87 57053 0.1 0.7 164153 =-2.0 2.0
Room occupancy rate % Marqrr 97 60.8 0.0 0.3 58.6 -2.2 -0.7
Building
Approvals—
Dwelling units {seasonalfy adiusted) No. Jun 87 4 386 -1.2 268 11774 -4.5 15.1
Value of new residential building rseasonally adj.) &m Jun 87 437 -17.2 38.1 1210 -8.1 25.0
Value of non-residential building sm Jun 87 353 35.5 29.6 1073 16.1 26.3
Value of all building $m Jun 97 803 -7.0 358 2 492 -5.1 28.2
Commencements— :
New dwelling units No. Marqug7 10867 4.3 9.7 29310 -53 3.1
Value of new residential bulding (c) $m Marqtr 87 1145 3.8 25 2 880 -5.1 1.4
Value of non-residential building {c} Em Marqtr 87 1210 -7.3 8.4 2 842 -14.2 -7.7
Value of all building {c} sm  Marqtr 97 2 566 -4.3 5.1 6 225 -10.5 -2.5
Vatue of work done in period (c) $m  Maraqtr 87 2225 -6.8 6.4 6 450 -85 12.1
Engineering Construction
Prvate contractors—
Value of work commenced $m Marqgr 97 652 38.2 27.2 1949 -11.1 -39.8
Value of work done $m  Marqgtr 97 489 -19.4 -8.8 2 006 -14.7 8.5
Value of work yet to be done &m  Marqgtr 97 1155 14.5 16.9 5 528 0.3 13.0
Value of work done by public sector $m  Margtr 97 579 -9.8 -15.7 1313 -13.1 -16.4
Finance
Housing finance for owner occupation—secured
commitments to individuals by significant lenders $m Jun97 1854 -8.2 21.5 4 583 -5.0 20.0
Personal finance commitments—significant lenders $m Jun 97 12170 5.5 15.4 3 437 5.8 22.0
Commercial finance commitments—significant lenders $m Jun 97 7728 -19.3 14,2 15376 -11.6 5.7
Sawvings balances at end of month—
All banks {d) {Source: Reserve Bank) $m May 97 137 875 -15 (e} 313602 0.7 12.1
Building societies $m May 97 4 186 1.4 112 g 485 1.3 -18.1
Credit unions $m May 97 6451 0.0 81 14744 0.3 B.9
Actual New Fixed Capital Expendiure (f} $m  Margtr 97 3015 -12,9 12.8 8 698 -15.3 118
New huildings and structures $m  Marqtr 97 1050 2.0 48.8 3435 -89.7 431
Equipment, plartt and machinery $m  Marqtr 97 1965 -19.3 01 6 264 -18.1 0.2
(@) Average weekly overume hours for those employees who were paid for overtime.  (b) Includes Australian Capital
Territory,  {c) Average of 188000 pnces. {U) Average of weekly deposit balances, {e) Not available due to rewsions “ If “m‘ H l“
only being done nationally.  {fi By private enterpnses.
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